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Womonspace is a social, 
recreational and educa- 
tional organization for the 
lesbian community of 
Edmonton and area. We 
are registered under the 
Societies Act. Womonspace 
was formed a number of 
years ago by a few womyn 
who saw a need for the 
lesbian community of 
Edmonton. Part of the 
vision of the original 
founding members was to 
form an alternative to the 
gay bars and clubs. Out of 
this vision evolved our 
monthly dances, the news- 
letter and our Thursday 
night drop-ins. The mem- 
bers of Womonspace have 
asked for and organized 
workshops of interest to 
lesbians; car rallies, ski 
trips, camping trips and a 
library geared for us. 
Womonspace has provided 
a more creative environ- 
ment for the womyn to get 
together and for them to 
learn to work together and 
support each other. Every 
single activity is done by 
volunteers. The drop-ins 
are hosted by volunteers 
and everyone who works 
at our dances is a volun- 
teer. Our newsletter is 
completely prepared by 
volunteers. It’s OUR soci- 
ety, OUR organization. It’s 
whatever we want to put 
into it. It’s womyn sup- 
porting womyn, taking 
care of each other and 
ourselves, creating a better 
environment for our sisters 
coming out behind us. 
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Our address is Basement, 
9930 - 106 Street. Our 
phone number is 425-0511. 
If you have any questions 
or comments, please give 
us a call. We would like to 
hear from you. 


From the 
Editor's Desk 


Can you believe that it is 
only eight weeks until 
Christmas? Where has the 
year gone — or, more spe- 
cifically, the summer? It 
will soon be time to begin 
that yearly ritual (or- 
deal???) known as Christ- 
mas shopping. However, 
at present, Iam attempting 
to avoid thinking about it. 


This month's issue is ex- 
tremely late. My apolo- 
gies; however, as lama 
“one woman show” when 
it comes to publication of 
the newsletter, I must fit 
Womonspace in around 
my other activities — 
mainly a full-time job 
which keeps me extremely 
busy. 


When I commence work- 
ing on each month's issue, I 
always fear that I will not 
have enough information 
to fill two pages, let alone 
eight or nine. However, 
once I start digging : 
through all of the material, 
I am pleasantly surprised. 

I initially thought October's 


issue would be one of the 
skimpiest I have produced; 
however, as you can see, it 
is not. 


Hope you enjoy it and my 
sincere thanks to all of the 
contributors. 


INeSight 


Edmonton Women’s 
Film and Video 
Festival 


October 28, 29 & 30 


e FRIDAY GALA 
OPENING AT THE 
PROVINCIAL MU- 
SEUM, 7:30 P.M. 


e SATURDAY AND 
SUNDAY — WORK- 
SHOPS BEGIN AT 
9:00 A.M., FILM / 
VIDEO SCREENINGS 
AT 1:00 P.M. AT THE 
TORYSAIREATRES: 
UNIVERSITY OF 
ALBERTA 


EVERYONE WELCOME! 


e All events wheelchair 
accessible. 

e Free childcare (regis- 
tration required). 

e For more information, 
call 432-2093, 
IN eSight, c/o 
Women’s Program, 
11019 - 90 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta, 
T6G 2E1. 


Guests 


e MIRA HAMERMESH 
— Polish-born, British film- 
maker of award winning 
documentaries. Director 
of Maids & Madams (1984) 


and Talking to the Enemy 
(1987). © KAY ARMAT- 


AGE — director of Artist 
on Fire: the work of Joyce 
Wieland, the film that 
“heralds a new form of art 
criticism, albeit in cine- 
matic form.” « ALANIS 
OBOMSAWIN — director 


of Richard Cardinal: Cry 


From a Diary of a Metis 
Child and Poundmaker’s 


Lodge. © KATHLEEN 
SHANNON — founder of 
Studio D and film maker, 
and numerous others. 


Workshops 


¢ Saturday, October 29 — 
Panel Discussion 
“Women’s Film, Women’s 
Voices” with Mira Hamer- 
mesh, Rina Fraticelli, Kay 
Armatage, Marcella Bien- 
venue and Alanis Obom- 
sawin. @ Sunday, October 
30 — “Film as an Educa- 
tor’ with Kathleen Shan- 
non; “Women’s Films Pro- 
duction and Distribution” 
with Women in Focus, 
Vancouver and Video 


Femmes, Quebec City; 
“Film From a Native Eye” 
with Alanis Obomsawin. 


Films and Videos 


e Sheer Madness — Mar- 
garethe von Trotta; A 
House Divided Alice Guy. 
Because the Dawn — Amy 
Goldstein; Damned If You 
Don’t — Su Friedrich; 
Talking to the Enemy — 
Mira Hamermesh; The 
Seashell and the Clergy- 
man — Germaine Dulac; 
India Cabaret — Mira Nair; 
Passion: A Letter in 16mm 
— Patricia Rozema; Our 
Marilyn — Brenda Long- 
fellow; Displaced View — 
Mida Ondera; To Hurt and 
to Heal — Laura Sky; 
Playing With Fire — Maru- 
sia Bociukiw; Calling the 
Shots — Holly Dale and 
Janis Cole; Ritual in Trans- 
figured Time — Maya 
Deren; Artist on Fire: the 
Work of Joyce Wieland — 
Kay Armatage; 17 Rooms 
or What Lesbians Do In 
Bed — Caroline Sheldon; 
The Book of Laughs — 
Roberta Cantow; and many 
others, subject to change. 


ALL WELCOME! CALL 
432-3093 FOR INFORMA- 
TION. 


Powerlifting 


Powerlifting is the sport of 
strength — strength which 
comes from the mind and 
body together. I feel that 
being a competitor in the 
sport involves 50% mental 
and 50% physical effort. It 
is a great sport for building 
self-esteem and confidence. 
One of powerlifting’s very 
best features is that if offers 
an almost lifelong career. 
One of the strongest 
women in Canada is forty- 
nine years of age and holds 
a Masters Title in power- 
lifting. 


If you are interested in 
training for powerlifting 
(perhaps for the 1990 Gay 
Games), please contact me. 
Iam willing to help anyone 
set up a personal program, 
and I am also looking for a 
training partner. Power- 
lifting programs are usu- 
ally a maximum of three to 
four days per week. 


For more information, 
please contact Donna Dow 
at 465-0534 (days) or 469- 
8602 (evenings). 


Womonspace would like 
to thank the ladies who 
came out for the bowling 


lon Sunday, October 2, 1988 


at Bonnie Doon Lanes. 

One talented lady bowled a 
great game of 289. Way to 
go Gloria! 
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My Two Moms 


Lesbians use donors to father children 


Membership 
Renewals 


Are you wondering when 
your membership is up for 
renewal? Wonder no 
more!! See your new ad- 
dress label for your news- 
letter? The month and year 
indicates your anniversary 
date 


The task of sending out 
individual renewals be- 
comes an overwhelming 
job for the concerned indi- 
vidual doing it. We would 
really appreciate it if you, 
the member, would take 
the responsibility of sub- 
mitting your renewal to the 
membership director. Clip 
out the form below and 
send it in with your re- 
newal fee. Your co-opera- 
tion would be greatly 
appreciated. 


All you need is a syringe 
minus the needle, a sterile 
jar, a sock — and a donor. 


That's the recipe for lesbi- 
ans who want to get preg- 
nant without using the 
usual boy-girl method. It’s 
given by a group of 
women who call them- 
selves, bluntly, “dykes and 
tykes.” 


“There’s no technology — 
but then straight people 
don’t use very high-tech- 
nology methods to get 
pregnant,” Gail, 32, says 
with a laugh. 


Gail, an administrator for a 
social agency, and her 
lover Lisa are members of 


the Toronto support group. 


Familiar subjects 


At a meeting, most of the 
six womyn present are 
relaxed, down-to earth and 
open. Talk turns to day 
care, baby clothes and 
“terrible twos” — subjects 
familiar to most young 
mothers. 


Psychiatrists and experts 
on medical ethics are di- 
vided on how they think 
lesbian parenting will 
affect children. And no 
one knows how many are 
in such homes. 


The concept is too new for 
anyone to know if it’s 
“good, bad or indifferent 
for the kids,” says Dr. 
Joseph Beitchman, chief of 


ee eel | 


child and family studies at 
Toronto’s Clarke Institute 
of Psychiatry. 


But Bernard Dickens, a 
University of Toronto law 
professor specializing in 
medical ethics, says it’s no 
different from homosexual 
couples raising children 
from former heterosexual 
relationships. 


Studies on the children of 
“unorthodox or unusual or 
even bizarre genetic ori- 
gins” have given no indica- 
tion the youngsters are any 
worse off than children of 
more usual parentage, 
Dickens says. 


“Courts prefer that chil- 
dren be raised in orthodox 
environments. But increas- 
ingly, both lesbian mothers 
and gay fathers are getting 
custody of children as long 
as they don’t flaunt their 
relationship.” 


The dykes and tykes group 
believes it has different 
problems because the 
members chose to have 
babies with their lesbian 
lovers. 


About five couples regu- 
larly attend meetings of the 
Toronto group with their 
children, ranging in age 
from one to 3-1/2. They 
meet to share problems, 
support and information. 
That includes the do-it- 
yourself advice for artificial 


insemination — the sock is 
to keep the sperm in the jar 
warm — since they say 
only one doctor in Toronto 
will inseminate single 
womyn. 


Most of the Toronto 
womyn became pregnant 
through artificial insemina- 
tion, using sperm from 
friends or more anony- 
mous U.S. clinics. One 


advertised for a donor. 
Some lesbians pick up men 
for the purpose. 


Reproductive technology is 
helping the women rede- 
fine what it means to be a 
family, turning legal, moral 
and social norms topsy- 
turvy. 


hallengin lief 


“Family is about relation- 
ships, commitment and 
love,” Lisa says. “We're 
challenging the idea that 


families have to be one 
mom and one dad and one 
dog, with 2.5 children and 
a house in the suburbs. 


“We're challenging that by 
being a model of faithful- 
ness and integrity and 
healthy development.” 


Beitchman’s reservations 
about lesbian families 
revolve around how the 
womyn explain the ab- 
sence of a father and 
whether they impose their 
sexual orientation, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, 
on their children. 


The womyn in the group 
say there are men in their 
children’s lives, citing 
grandparents, friends and, 
for one, a biological father. 
They don’t worry about a 
missing role model. 


Two-womyn parenting is 
more equal than that of 
heterosexual couples, Gail 
contends. 


“We overlap in every 
way,” agrees Sarah, an- 
other group member. “We 
cook, we change washers 
and taps — we do every- 
thing.” 


But it’s not all as uncompli- 
cated as getting pregnant. 
Legally, Rachel and the 
other children have only 
one biological parent. 


The “other mothers” can’t 
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adopt the children. And 
they have no guaranteed 
right to custody should the 
biological parent dies or 
the couple separate. 


REPRINTED FROM THE 
EDMONTON SUN, 
THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 
1988 


Note: 


As editor of Womonspace 
News, I did not find this 
article to be as positive as I 
would have liked. How- 
ever, it does deal witha 
situation some lesbians 
might face at some time in 
their lives and I thought it 
important to share the 
realities, be they good or 
bad. 


Thank You! 


Womonspace would like 
go give a belated, but 
much deserved, thank you 
to Celebration ‘90’s “Team 
Edmonton” for their par- 
ticipation and involvement 
in the September dance. 


A big thank you also goes 
out to the Old Abbey Na- 
tional Ball Hockey Cham- 
pions for their terrific 
assistance with the October 
dance. 


Womonspace greatly ap- 
preciates the efforts of both 


continued on page 7 
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REGULAR EVENTS 
General Meeting 


The General Meetings are held on the second Tues- 
day of every month at the Women’s Building (Base- 
ment, 9930 - 106 Street), at 7:30 P.M. Both members 
and non-members are welcome to attend. 


Our next meeting is Tuesday, November 8, 1988. 


Dance Committee Meeting 


If you are interested in getting involved in the plan- 
ning and running of our monthly dances, then please 
attend our meetings held on the last Thursday of 
every month at the Women’s Building (Basement, 
9930'- 106 Street) at 7:30 p.m: 


Our next meeting is Thursday, November 24, 1988. 


Lesbian Drop-in 


The second Thursday of every month, Womonspace 
holds a regular meeting from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at 
the Women’s Building in the main meeting room. 
Join us for a relaxed evening of coffee and 
conversation. All are welcome! 


The next drop-in is on Thursday, November 10, 1988. 


Newsletter Meeting 


There is no newsletter meeting set up at the moment; 
however, if you are interested in getting involved in 
any of the various areas (writing, editing, collation, 
production, distribution, etc.), please call the 
Womonspace Office at 425-0511. 


organizations and looks 
forward to co-sponsoring 
future dances with them. 


Special thanks are in order 
to the board members and 
other hard working indi- 
viduals who are always 
there to lend a hand for our 
monthly dances. 


THANKS TO ALL 
OF YOU!! 


AND DON’T FORGET — 
IF YOUR ORGANIZA- 
TION IS INTERESTED IN 
CO-SPONSORING A 
DANCE, PLEASE CON- 
TACT THE WOMON- 
SPACE OFFICE AND ONE 
OF OUR BOARD MEM- 
BERS WILL GET BACK TO 
YOU. 


Womonspace 
Campout 


On the Labour Day week- 
end, Womonspace held 
their annual campout at 
Half Moon Lake Resort. 
Unfortunately, the camp- 
out was organized at the 
last minute and not enough 
advertising had been done. 
Therefore, we do apologize 
to those womyn who 
would have liked to have 
been there, but did not 
know about it. However, 
twelve womyn and four 
children did come on out 
to enjoy some of the finest 
weather of the summer. 


continued on page 8 


LAMBDA BUSINESS COUNCIL 
presents the 
SECOND ANNUAL 


lavendar fair '88 


GRAND DOOR PRIZE — TRIP FOR 2 
TO SAN FRANCISCO 
November 11, 1988, 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
free admission ———— door prizes!! 


UPSTAIRS (AT THE ROOST) 
10345 - 104 STREET 


General contracting « Custom art framing - 
Antiquarian booksellers +« Florists » Cafes - 
Clubs + Gifts » Doctors + Lawyers + Account- 
ants « Therapists » Photographers + Graphic 
artists » Realestate - Travel + General con- 
tracting » Commodities + Custom art framing - 
Antiquarian booksellers + Florists + Doctors > 
Lawyers « Accountants - Therapists - Pho- 
tographers + Graphic artists - Real estate - 
Commodities « General contracting + Cafes - 
Clubs + Gifts » Custom art framing 


PRESENTED BY THE LAMBDA 
BUSINESS COUNCIL 
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A whole section of the 
campground was roped 
off specifically for 
Womonspace, so our 
privacy was ensured. 
Thanks to the musical 
talents of Mel and Sylvia 
(good name for a group!!), 
we entertained ourselves 
and the campground with 
our singing (???). 


During the weekend, we 
enjoyed a rousing game of 
baseball, went horseback 
riding, played miniature 
golf and indulged in some 
great food. The majority 
of our time, however, was 
spent basking in the glori- 
ous sun by day and under 
the spectacular stars at 
night. 


We had a fantastic time 
and look forward to a 
bigger and better campout 
next year. Thanks to all 
the womyn who partici- 
pated! 
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Trip to Mazatlan 


Womonspace is thinking of organizing a two-week 
trip to Mazatlan, Mexico in April, 1989. The cost 
would be approximately $832 per person, including 
fare, departure taxes, and cancellation and medical 
insurance. If enough womyn are interested in going, 
the cost might even be lower. 


A $150 deposit would be necessary at time of 
booking, with __\3i to 

paid six" > KES 

weeks priorto _..... 


eg z s 


This trip would be a lot of fun and the more, the mer- 
rier. If it sounds like something you might be inter- 
ested in, please contact the Womonspace Office at 
425-0511. We will keep you apprised of develop- 
ments in future newsletters. 


Newsletter Locations 


Abacus Books, 10449 - 124 Street 
Common Woman Books, 8724 - 109 Street 


Greenwood's Bookshoppe Ltd., 
10355 Whyte Avenue 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
#104, 10173 - 104 Street 


Reflections, 105th Avenue and 105th Street 


The Roost, 10345 - 104 Street 


Women's Resource Centre, 
University of Alberta 


Womonspace Office, Basement 
9930 - 106 Street 


Coming 
Activities 


Anyone interested in rec- 
reational floor hockey? 
Starting November 20, 
1988, you will have an op- 
portunity to play, get some 
exercise and have fun too. 
This will be open to all 
ages. Place and time will 
be in next month's newslet- 
ter. For further informa- 
tion, you can contact Liz at 
963-4430. 


Ladies, ladies, ladies! We 
are planning to hold an 
informal bowling tourna- 
ment in February or 
March. Get a team of four 
or five women together 
and come on down to 
Bonnie Doon Lanes every 
Sunday between 1 and 3! 


If you need any informa- 
tion, please contact Liz at 
963-4430. 


Womonspace is also in the 
process of planning a ski 
trip and much, much more. 
Stay tuned!! 


Miscellaneous 


The Womonspace Board 
would like to announce 
that the admission price for 
dances has been changed. 
The price for non-members 
will remain at $7.00, but 
members will now pay 
only $4.00. In future, the 


Board would ask that 
membership cards be 
shown at the door. 


This motion was approved 
at the October general 
meeting. 


November's Dance 


Womonspace's November 
dance will be co-sponsored 
by M.C.C. Hope to see 
you there! 


New Year's Eve Dance 


Due to the number of other 
events happening on New 
Year's Eve, Womonspace 
has decided to forego their 
New Year's Eve dinner and 
dance! However, we are 
planning to go all out for 
our December Christmas 
dance. Mark it in your 
calendars and plan to be 
there. It will be a great 
time! 


CORRECTION 


It was brought to our atten- 
tion by a concerned reader 
and friend that the date 
which was reported for 
Joey's death in September's 
issue of Womonspace 
News, was incorrectly 
stated. She would like it 
noted that Joey passed 
away on July 21, 1988, not 
July 20th. Womonspace 
sincerely apologizes for 
any grief which may have 
been caused by the error. 


JoAnn Loulan 


Internationally known 
psychotherapist and 
best-selling author of 
Lesbian Sex & Lesbian 
Passion 


AN EVENING OF 
PROVOCATIVE 
COMEDY & LESBIAN 
SEX EDUCATION! 


“Loulan holds her audience's 
attention with a presentation 
that is part stand-up comedy, 
part dramatic monologue, part 
instruction and part therapy 
session — all designed to 
raise lesbian self-esteem.” 


smurday, NO November 19, 1988 


— 10a.m.to5 p.m. 
ROBSON SQUARE 
MEDIA CENTRE S 
_ Price: 
_. $60.00 (befor Nov. M) 
$75.00 (ener lov. i 


ADVANCE TICKETS ARE 
ONLY AVAILABLE UNTIL 
NOVEMBER 1ST. For advance 
tickets, please include a self- 
addressed stamped envelope, 
state which event you wish to 
attend and mail your order to 
P.O. Box 200, 810 W. Broad- 
way, Vancouver, B.C. V5Z 4C9. 
For more information, please call 
Ariel Books at (604) 733-3511. 
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Millie's Mother's Red Dress 


It hung there in the closet 
While she was dying, 
Mother’s red dress, 

Like a gash in the row 

Of dark, old clothes 

She had worn away her life 
in. 


They had called me home, 
And I knew when I saw 
her 

She wasn’t going to last. 


When I saw the dress, I 
said, 

“Why, Mother — how 
beautiful! 

I’ve never seen it on you.” 


“T’ve never worn it,” she 
slowly said. 

“Sit down, Millie — I’d like 
to undo 

A lesson or two before I go, 
ifbicanes 


I sat by her bed, 

And she sighed a bigger 
breath. 

Than I thought she could 
hold. 

“Now that I’ll soon be 
gone, 

I can see some things. 
Oh, I taught you good — 
but I taught you wrong.” 
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“What do you mean, 
Mother?” 


“Well — I always thought 
That a good woman never 
takes her turn, 

That she’s just doing for 
somebody else. 

Do here, do there, always 
keep 

Everybody’s else’s wants 
tended and make sure 
Yours are at the bottom of 
the heap. 


Maybe someday you'll get 
to them, 


But of course you never do. 


My life was like that — 
doing for your dad, 
Doing for the boys, for 
your sisters, for you.” 


“You did — everything a 
mother could.” 


“Oh Millie, Millie, it was 
no good — 

For you — for him. Don’t 
you see? 

I did you the worst of 
wrongs. 

I asked nothing — for me!” 


“Your father in the other 
room, 


All stirred up and staring 
at the walls — 

When the doctor told him, 
he took 

It bad — came to my bed 
and all but shook 

The life right out of me. 
‘You can’t die, 

Do you hear? What’ll 
become of me? 

What’ll become of me?’ 
It'll be hard, all right, when 
I go. 

He can’t even find the 
frying pan, you know.” 


“And you children. 

I was a free ride for every- 
body, everywhere. 

I was the first one up and 
the last one down 

Seven days out of the 
week. 

I always took the toast that 
got burned, 

And the very smallest 
piece of pie. 

I look at how some of your 
brothers treat their wives 
now, 

And it makes me sick, 
‘cause it was me 

That taught it to them. 
And they learned. 

They learned that a woman 
doesn’t 

Even exist except to give. 


Why, every single penny 
that I could save 

Went for your clothes, or 
your books, 

Even when it wasn’t 
necessary. 

Can’t even remember once 
when I took 

Myself downtown to buy 
something beautiful — 
FOE, | 


“Except last year when I 
got that red dress. 

I found I had twenty 
dollars 

That wasn’t especially 
spoke for. 

I was on my way to pay it 
extra on the washer. 

But somehow — I came 
home with this big box. 
Your father really gave it to 
me then. 

Where you going to wear a 
thing like that to — 

Some opera or something? 


And he was right, I guess. 
I’ve never, except in the 
store, 

Put on that dress.” 


“Oh, Millie — I always 
thought if you take 
Nothing for yourself in this 
world, 
You'd have it all in the next 
somehow. 

I don’t believe that 
anymore. 

I think the Lord wants us 
to have something — 

Here — and now.” 


“And I’m telling you, 
Millie, if some miracle 
Could get me off this bed, 
you could look 

For a different mother, 
‘cause I would be one. 
Oh, I passed up my turn 
so long 

I would hardly know how 
to take it. 


FRAME OF MIND 


6150 - 90 Avenue 
Ottewell Shopping Centre 
Edmonton, Alberta 

465-0534 


Hours: 
9-6 Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat. 
Till 9:00 p.m. Thurs. 
Closed Sun. & Mon. 


“EXPERTS IN OUR FIELD” 


FRAME OF MIND DOES CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING 


But I’d learn, Millie. 
I would learn!” 


It hung there in the closet 
While she was dying, 
Mother’s red dress. 

Like a gash in the row 

Of dark, old clothes 

She had worn away her life 
in. 


Her last words to me were 
these: 

“Do me the honour, Millie, 
Of not following in my 
footsteps. 

Promise me that.” 


I promised. 

She caught her breath, 
Then Mother took her turn 
In death. 


Note: A very good friend of 
mine passed this poem along to 
me. I do not know who the 
author is, but I thought this 
poem deserved a place in our 
newsletter. 


“FRAME OF MIND” IS 
LOOKING FORA 
FULL-TIME CUSTOM 
PICTURE FRAMER. 
EXPERIENCE IS 
PREFERRED, BUT 
WILL TRAIN SUIT- 
ABLE CANDIDATE. 


PLEASE SEND RESU- 
MES TO THE ATTEN- 
TION OF: DONNA 
DOW AT 6150 - 90 
AVENUE, 
EDMONTON, 
ALBERTA, T6B OP2 


Page 11 


WOMONSPACE 
DAN Ge 
November 19, 1988 


Bonnie Doon Hall 
9240 - 93 Street 


8:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. 


(THIS DANCE WILL BE CO-HOSTED WITH M.C.C.) 


ADMISSION: MEMBERS $4.00, NON-MEMBERS $7.00 


CREDITS 


e 

nf PLEASE NOTE: 

e Articles published in Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of 
e Womonspace. 


e 

$ Contributions by: Donna, Gail and Nora WOMONSPACE NEWS 
e Typing: Nora Basement, 9930 - 106 Street 
e Layout: Nora Edmonton, Alberta 

vs Production: Nora 425-0511 

« Collating and Distribution: Nora and Gail 


